
St Joseph’s  
Primary School 

Gayndah 
 
 
Dear families, students and staff, 

 

Welcome to Week6 and all that it brings!   

 

Please keep in your prayers this week Heidi Pringle, Lisa Brunjes, Vicki Kirk’s mother, Karen, Maddy, 

Mrs Holden’s niece and Hilde, Mrs Oppy’s sister. As a family, you might like to light a candle for your 

own prayer intentions online at:  

http://lightaprayercandle.bne.catholic.edu.au/LightaPrayerCandle/Default.aspx 

 

 

St. Joseph’s Parish Fete – 30 November 
Fete planning is going along smoothly! The newsletter went home last week with lots of information.  Please send 

back any forms as soon as possible to assist with planning – especially the volunteer form. 

 

Remarkable Moments Day: Friday 9 Nov 
Last Friday was a Remarkable Day indeed for St. Joseph’s. Our day began with a Remembrance liturgy.  After the 

liturgy Boyd Baker, Sue Capewell and Ross & Wendy Driver, presented prizes to our students who had achieved in the 

RSL competition for Remembrance Day.  The depth of responses in the writing and through art work was incredible.  

  

We had ten students receive, first, second or highly commended.  A testament to the planning and dedication of our 

wonderful teachers. 

 

Staff from Brisbane Catholic Education attended on the day and were blown away by the students’ responses to the 

texts they had engaged with in their learning.  Georgie Kadel, Curriculum Education Officer, had participated in 

planning sessions with the teachers and was amazed at the depth of the learning demonstrated by the students. 

 

The Talent Show in the afternoon was full of remarkable moments as students showcased the diversity of gifts and 

talents in our community.  Congratulations to all and huge thank you to Bec O’Connor for her organisation of the 

whole day. 
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Staffing 2019: 

There have been a number of changes in 2018, most significantly was that of a new leadership team.  Bec and I are 

looking forward to continuing the leadership of St. Joseph’s in 2019 and beyond.  In 2019 we welcome the following 

staff to our community: 

 

Leadership Team: 

Mrs Terese Shephard – Principal 

Miss Bec O’Connor – Assistant Principal – Religious Education/Primary Learning Leader 

Classroom Teachers: 

Prep/Yr 1 -  Mrs Suze McGregor (Mon/Tue/ Wed) 

  Mrs Martha Toms (Thurs/Fri) 

  School Officer – Mrs Jaimie Roth 

Yr 2/3  -  Mr Lachlan Tomkins 

 School Officer – Mrs Lorna Doyle 

Yr 4/5   -   Mr Jim Wren 

 School Officer – Mrs Leah Lancaster 

Yr 6  -  Mrs Inge Oppermann (Mon/Tue/Thur/Fri) 

         Mrs Bec Holden (Wed) 

         School Officer - Mrs Jayne Evans 

Specialist Teachers  (Wednesday) 

Library  -  Mrs Claire Carlaw 

Chinese  -  Mrs Inge Oppermann 

Supporting Diverse Learners: 

Support Teacher –  Inclusive Education – Mrs Jennell Bernie (Wed/Thur) 

Guidance Counsellor –  Mr David Francis (Thurs) 

Literacy Support –   Mrs Bec Holden (Tues) 

School Officer –   Cindy Kemp (Mon/Tue/Thur) 

Administration: 

School Secretary –   Mrs Jody Doyle (Mon-Thur) 

Finance Secretary –  Mrs Helen Smith (Tue – Fri) 

 

At the end of year Mass, we will farewell Mrs Marti Lazaro, who has been appointed to Our Lady of Good Counsel, 

Gatton and Fr Biju who has been appointed to the Esk Parish from the beginning of 2019.   

 

Tomorrow we are farewelling Mr Alain Pitot, who has been the Area Supervisor for St. Joseph’s Gayndah for the past 

nine years.  In 2019, we welcome Mrs Karen Harrison as our Senior Leader – Learning and Identity. 

 

Working Bee: 

A huge thank you to all who assisted at our recent working bee to ensure nails were hammered in on the deck, to tidy 

gardens and sand pit and to get rid of rubbish.  Your efforts in ensuring a safe and welcoming environment for our 

learners is greatly appreciated. 

 

Swimming: 

Students are currently enjoying swimming lessons.  Thank you to the P & F for their support of the swimming 

program in 2018. A reminder our school carnival will be on Wednesday 28 November with competitive carnival for   

9-12 year olds from 9am – 12:30pm.  An aquatic fun and participation afternoon will be held for students in           

Prep – Year 3 from 12:30pm – 2:30pm. 

 

School Fees: 

Fees have been sent home.  We ask that fees are finalised by Week 8 of this term where possible.  Please see Helen 

Smith, Finance Secretary, as soon as possible if you are experiencing difficulty with payment. 

 

Every blessing for the week ahead 

 

 

Terese 



 
 

 

Congratulations St Joey’s! 

I was bursting with pride last week! Our Remarkable Moments Day on Friday was a celebration of 

learning and an opportunity for our students to share their learning with the school community and 

the wider Gayndah community. Our schools have an important role to play in nurturing the spirit of 

the Anzacs, and I can say confidently that our students have certainly achieved that. From our Yr 5 

and Yr 6 students leading our Remembrance Day Liturgy to the art and written responses of 

Remembrance Day texts…we were all gleaming with pride. A special thanks to the group of students 

and parents that joined on Sunday for the Remembrance Day march.    

 

 

 

 

 

Enhancing Catholic School Identity 

This year, our school participated in the Enhancing Catholic School Identity Project. Today, Catholic 

schools in Australia often find themselves challenged to express their distinctiveness, identity and 

vision as schools in a society where the Christian faith is increasingly marginalised. To assist schools 

in facing these present realities, Brisbane Catholic Education has entered partnership with other 

Dioceses and the Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium. The Year 5 and 6 students, school staff and 

parents completed surveys and questionnaires which explored how Catholic identity is lived and 

shaped at St Joseph’s, how the school would like to see its Catholic identity expressed and what 

potential is present to realise our preferred Catholic identity. The Vatican states, 

"The Catholic school, far more than any other, must be a community whose aim is the transmission of 
values for living…faith is principally assimilated through contact with people whose daily life bears 
witness to it. Christian faith, in fact, is born and grows inside a community" 

Our St Joseph’s School is that faith community. Our distinctive Catholic identity does not sit beside 

or outside of our commitment to quality teaching and learning but, in fact, enhances, inspires and 

transforms the very work of teaching and learning. Our vision is that every one of our students can 

create inclusive, welcoming communities of care wherever they journey throughout their lives.  



 

This commitment to the development of young people of wisdom, contemplation and 

action is reflected in our Brisbane Catholic Education vision of Teach, Challenge and 

Transform! Many times I am reminded by our staff, parents and students that it is the 

transformative nature of learning at St Joseph’s that is recognised as distinctive by 

our community members and visitors alike. 

At St Joseph’s, we continue to strengthen our Catholic identity through regular prayer 

and worship, engagement in acts of social action and justice, evangelisation and faith 

formation opportunities. We participate in our faith journey together. Everyone is at a 

different place on that journey to develop, nourish and enrich their faith and no one's 

journey is like any other. We develop our understanding of and commitment to our 

individual spiritual development and that of others in our community by meeting people 

where they are, with respectfulness for the sacredness of their story so far and 

companioning with each other as we develop our shared story. 

Together we have daily prayer in classrooms and school events, embed the regular and 

communal celebration of liturgy and Eucharist in our school calendar, participate in acts 

of social justice and awareness raising and treat each other with care and compassion 

at all times. And we forgive each other for the times we forget to follow Christ or 

momentarily get caught up in actions that do not reflect the life of Jesus and the love 

of our God. As our Archbishop Mark Coleridge states 'At the heart of everything that 

we do in our schools…is teaching the art of being human. Fully human and fully alive!’ 

 

Have a great week  

 

Bec  

http://www.123rf.com/photo_6513582_to-accompany-each-other.html


 

 

 

 

Week 4 
Hillary Waldock 
Hunter Roberts 
Mark McCosker 

Ryland Hetherington 
Casey McCosker 

Isabella Ryan 
India Webster 

Book Fair runs from Wed 14th to Wed 28th November  
 

8.00 am to 8.40 am and 3.00 pm to 3.45 pm  
 

Let the office know if these times do not suit and we will  
arrange a suitable time. 

 
Alternatively, each student has completed a "Wish List" 
so you are welcome to send in money with your child to  

purchase their chosen books if this suits you better. 
 

Kind Regards, 
Suze McGregor and Karen Madden 
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SCHOOL APP AND PARENT PORTAL 

Don’t forget to download the free BCE CONNECT app onto your smart phone  

or device! Using the app makes it easy to access  

 the Parent Portal 

 advise of absences  

 newsletters  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

DID YOU KNOW??? 
Class blogs (also known as class newsletters) can be  found on the Parent Portal via the 

BCE Connect App! A great way to keep in the loop with class news and events! 
Just log in with your normal school registered email and set up a password! 

ST JOSEPH’S FETE 2018 -  
30TH NOVEMBER 

A fete newsletter went home last week with students. Please return any  
order forms and volunteer forms as soon as possible.  
 Volunteer form 
 Create-a-plate 
 Major raffle tickets 
 Snack pack orders 
 Ride tickets 
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Phone: 07 4161 1889 

Fax: 07 4161 2655 
Email:  

pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Website: 
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e

du.au 
St Joseph’s Primary 

Gayndah P & F 

“In All Things 

Glorify God” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2018 

Term 1: Tuesday 23 Jan-

uary to Thursday 29 

March (10 weeks) 

Term 2: Tuesday 17 April 

to Friday 29 June (11 

weeks) 

Term 3:  Tuesday 17 July 

to Friday 21 September 

(10 weeks) 

Term 4: Tuesday 9 Octo-

ber to Friday 7 December 

(9 weeks) 


